o OstlandsSamarbeidet
OS|OI'eg ionen Eastern Norway County Network

European Commission
DG Mobility and Transport
B — 1049 Brussels

Date: November 9th 2017

Your ref: Our ref: Executive officer: Archive code:
014

CONSULTATION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF TRANS-EUROPEAN
TRANSPORT NETWORK (TEN-T)

Background
The European Commission has distributed the guieglon Trans-European Transport Network

for consultation. The deadline for submissionseist@ 9 November 2017. The consultation aims at
gathering the input of the general public and dtalders as regards the main problems and
proposed solutions for facilitating the implemeittatof the TEN-T projects.

Norway participates in the TEN-Nletwork as part of the European Economic Agreer{teBA).

The Norwegian Ministry of Transport has encourayedvegian actors and regions to take part in
the Consultation oBtreamlining the implementation of the Trans-Eussp&ransport Network
(TEN-T).

Eastern Norway is the national centre of gravitjeinms of both population and commerce and the
Oslo region is one of the fastest growing cap#gions in Europe. The region is also the hub for al
transportation activities in Norway - on road, ray air and by sea. The Oslo Region Alliance and
the Eastern Norway County Network are regionaltipali organizations and will hereby give our
response on the consultation.

The Eastern Norway County Network (ENCN) is a 2&fy&d co-operation between the eight
counties in the south-eastern part of Norway, iticlg the capital Oslo and the surrounding
counties. The Oslo Region Alliance (ORA) is a ggat partnership consisting of 79 municipalities
and 5 counties in the Greater Oslo MetropolitanaAfiene region represents more than 50% of the
population in Norway. The organizations have ammam aim in strengthening the region as a
competitive and sustainable region in Europe. Cainrareas of operation are development of
transport infrastructure, spatial planning, bussngsvelopment and international collaboration and
branding.

Consultation Response

ENCN and ORA would like to give our response ondbesultation and have completed the on-
line survey where we have relevant experience &wlpoints. In addition we hereby give some
input on the survey and suggestions on the conuitand the further development of the TEN-T.
ORA and ENCN have not been involved in implemeantatf TEN-T core network projects, but
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our region is connected to the Scandinavian-Mewitezan Corridor, the Jutland corridor and the
Nordic Triangle.

Our response is divided in three main points:
1. The further development of the core network comsdand the Nordic Triangle
2. Challenges on planning and financing cross-bordgepts and the need for technical
assistance
3. The responsibility of national governments andrteed for involving regional
governments and actors.

1. The further development of the core network corridas

The Scandinavian — Mediterranean Corridor, Osloetl@@nburg connection

More than 2500 heavy trucks cross the Norwegiand&heborder at Svinesund every day, and it is
considerable growth in both passenger and frergffic between Norway and the rest of Europe.
In order to succeed in the ambition to shift meoesght from road to rail, there is a need to give t
rail connection between Oslo/Norwegian border anth@nburg, and further on to the European
continent high priority. As a comparison, one fregigain crossing the Norwegian/Swedish border
can carry the same number of containers as 40druck

Norwegian and Swedish authorities should theredsreoon as possible, formalize the cooperation
by establishing a common feasibility study, in orgtestart the planning of the rail link on the
distance between Oslo and Gothenburg, and furthghgo the continent. In the further planning,
there is also a need for assistance and suppantdxperts in the TEN-T-program/European
Commission.

The connection between Oslo and Gothenburg iseiNibrthern part of the Scandinavian
Mediterranean Transport corridor, which is a ptipeid corridor in TEN-TNetwork. We will
emphasize the importance of strengthening the Gslirenburg connection in the revision of the
TEN-T Network in 2021.

Oslo-Stockholm connection

Establishing a modern and more effective railwai between Oslo and Stockholm can reduce
travel time between the two cities from 5 hour8 twours. This will lead to strengthened
cooperation between the two capitals and incregsagith and business development along the
whole transport corridor. At present more thanrtilt passengers travel by air between Oslo and
Stockholm. A strengthened railway link betweentthe cities will also improve the possibility for
more freight on rail, especially between Europeti®@mt and the northern part of the Nordic
countries.

The Swedish and the Norwegian Government see te foe an improved railway link between
Oslo and Stockholm, and are both in the proce$sasibility studies on the railway link. The
Norwegian Parliament made a resolution in June 284 part of the Nation Transport Plan, to
carry out a feasibility study between Oslo and Kavigger in Norway. It should now be possible to
initiate a comprehensive and coordinated study wtfard to an improved railway link between
Oslo and Stockholm.

However, the current TEN-T Network has omittedribethern leg of Nordic Triangle between
Oslo and Stockholm. This is very unfortunate, mdy dor the development of the Nordic Triangle,
but also for the development of the adjacent nrainsport infrastructure (Comprehensive network)
in the Northern part of Nordic countries. In thanpied revision of the TEN-T Network in 2021, we
emphasize the importance of including the northegrof the Nordic Triangle between Oslo and
Stockholm.



The Jutland corridor

For the counties west of Oslo, it is an overalkeckye to shift more freight from road to rail/boat
Thus, the Jutland corridor is an important coniecto the continent for Norwegian hubs like the
port of Larvik, Grenland harbor and the Langesterdyfterminal. The infrastructure in these hubs
is now modernized and the capacity is increaseddar to foster a modal shift from road to
rail/boat.

The Jutland corridor is connecting Norway througé morthernmost part of Jutland and further to
the continent. The roads and railways to the fpangs in Hirtshals and Fredrikshavn are part of the
TEN-T core network and the connection should bempriority when the EU TEN-T strategies
and plans are revised. It is also important toudeland visualize the corridor in the TEN-T
documents and plans.

2. Challenges on cross-border projects and the needrfassistance.

Norway participates in the TEN{Network as part of the European Economic Agreer(tegn),

but Norway do not participate in the funding schede@necting Europe Facility. Some of the
border-regions in Norway and Sweden have starteciabyze how different financial and
organizational solutions can be relevant for thenss border infrastructure projects. In this cente
the assembled competence and experience in EU Wweubd great benefit for the clarification and
design of relevant infrastructure projects. Thiplegs also to technical and wider economic benefit
assessments and the clarification of possible Gi@support and contribution from EU in the
planning and building phases of projects.

Challenges on cross-border collaboration, involnagional governments and transportation
authorities in different countries, might imply tégtory and administrative barriers, and therefore
create uncertainty and delays in the implementaifgrojects. EU has attained a considerable
competence and experience regarding the plannihg&olvement in the development of different
infrastructure projects. We encourage EU to inclimdde TEN-T guidelines how to overcome the
barriers and how to take these challenges intoustén an appropriate/beneficial manner.

3. The responsibility of national governments and theeed for including regional

governments and actors.
When discussing cross border infrastructure prsjett has primarily communicated with the
National Transport Authorities. It is our perceptibat the TEN-T guidelines and procedures have
probably not been clear enough about the importahaeclose and constructive cooperation with
theregional levein third countries like Norway.

In its future TEN-T guidelines, EU should thereferecourage the national transport authorities to
involve the relevant regions at an early stag&énpgrocess. This means information about the
required process for proposing projects and inféionaabout the available administrative and
technical support where EU can contribute. EU sthéwither ask the national transport authorities
to give an annual status report on TEN-T projecét@uded in national transport plans. The

national transport authorities should also orgaaizeual meetings to clarify the status and progress
for the relevant TEN-T projects. These procedunesisl be integrated in the revised TEN-T
guidelines.



Final comments

The Oslo Region Alliance and the Eastern Norwayr@pdletwork will emphasize that the
railways should be the backbone of the future Not@insport system. Cross-border infrastructure
and railways were also central themes at the ngeefithe Nordic Council in Helsinki last week.

In the planned future revision (2021) of the TENN&twork, the Nordic Triangle connecting Oslo,
Gothenburg and Stockholm should be included. Hd&deshould invite/ask the Nordic countries
to start a process in order to clarify the possdtiernative extensions to the present “Core
Network” in TEN-T Network.

Yours sincerely

Raymond Johansen Roger Ryberg

Chairman of the board / Chairman of the bdard

Governing Mayor City of Oslo Mayor of Buskeruduty

The Oslo Region The Eastern Norway County Netw



